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THE DESCENDANTS OF JORAN KYN, THE FOUNDER 
OF UPLAND. 

BY GREGORY B. KEEN. 

(Continued from Vol. V., page 461.) 

McCall — Plumsted. 

133. Mary McCall, 6 daughter of George and Anne (Yeates) 
McCall, was born in Philadelphia, Pa., March 31, 1725. She 
became, September 27, 1753, the second wife* of William 
Plumsted, eldest son of Clement Plumsted, a Dative of Norfolk, 
England, who settled in Philadelphia,f by his second wife, 
Elizabeth Palmer, of our city 4 born November 7, 1708. 
Mr. Plumsted inherited nearly all his father's property 
(except the very considerable portion of it bequeathed to 
his three children by his first wife), embracing land in and 
near Amboy and Gloucester in New Jersey, and in Kent 
County on Delaware, and Bucks County, Pennsylvania, be- 
sides a wharf and stores on the east side of Plum Street in 
Philadelphia. He continued Mr. Clement Plumsted's busi- 

* His first wife was Rebecca, daughter of Philip Kearney, of Philadel- 
phia, great-aunt of Charles Kinsey, of Burlington, N. J., who m. Elizabeth, 
daughter of Reynold and Anne (Lawrence) Keen (254), to whom Mr. Plum- 
sted was married at Philadelphia Friends' Meeting, April 19, 1733. Their 
daughter Elizabeth became the second wife of Andrew Elliot, who m. Mr. 
Plumsted's sister-in-law, Eleanor McCall (137). 

t Clement Plumsted was a Common-Council-man and Alderman of Phila- 
delphia, and thrice (in 1723, 1736, and 1741) occupied the office of Mayor, 
represented our city and county in the General Assembly, and was finally 
appointed a Member of the Provincial Council of Pennsylvania. A further 
account of him and his descendants will be comprised in the forthcoming 
Provincial Councillors of Pennsylvania. 

X A near relative, probably, of A nthony Palmer, the Provincial Councillor 
of Pennsylvania, who was present at her marriage (by Friends' ceremony), 
and signed the certificate. Mr. Clement Plumsted's first wife, Sarah Biddle, 
had only one child, also named William, who died in infancy. 
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ness as merchant. He was elected a Common-Council-man 
of Philadelphia, October 2, 1739, and an Alderman, October 
6, 1747, and filled the office of Mayor from October, 1750, to 
October, 1751, and again for the unexpired term of Charles 
Willing, deceased, from December 4, 1754, to October, 1755, 
and finally (by re-election) from the latter date to October, 
1756. He was commissioned a Justice of the Peace for Phihv 
delphia City and County, May 25, 1752, November 27, 1757, 
February 28, 1761, and January 17, 1765 ; and for Northamp- 
ton County, November 27, 1757, and November 19, 1764. He 
represented Northampton County in the General Assembly 
of the Province in 1757-8, and was appointed on the Com- 
mittee to audit and examine the accounts of the Commis- 
sioners that year.* From June 19, 1745, until his death, he 
held the office of Register-General of Pennsylvania. By Acts 
of Assembly, passed October 31, 1761, and November 2, 1762, 
he was empowered to draw on David Barclay, Jr.,f of Lon- 
don, Agent of the Government of Pennsylvania, for the money 
allotted to the Province by Parliamentary grant for the years 
1758, 1759, and 1760, and direct the appropriation of the 
same, in case of the death of his associate in this authority, 
Benjamin Chew4 He was one of the gentlemen who pledged 
the payment of the tax on the Proprietary estates, to facili- 
tate the passage of an Act for raising money for the defence 
of the Province in August, 1755, already spoken of, and in 
his capacity as Mayor of Philadelphia, November 24, signed 
an earnest "remonstrance" to the Assembly on behalf of the 
city, appealing to that body to organize a militia to protect 

* Penna. Archives, vol. iii. pp. 452-3. 

t Uncle of Patience Barclay, who became the second wife of Eeynold 
Keen (85). 

t Member of the Provincial Council, and Attorney-General, of Pennsyl- 
vania, afterwards Chief-Justice of the Supreme Court of the Province. He 
succeeded Mr. Plumsted as Register-General. His granddaughter Elizabeth 
Henrietta Philips, his great-grandsons William Henry Rawle and Oswald 
Jackson, his great-granddaughter Charlotte Manigault "Wilcocks, and his 
great-great-grandson William Poyntell Johnston, M.D., all married descen- 
dants of Joran Kyn. 
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the people against attacks of the Indians.* He was a Mem- 
ber of the Association Battery Company of Philadelphia in 
1756, and a Commissary-Agent in our city towards the close 
of the French and Indian War. He was one of the first Con- 
tributors to the Pennsylvania Hospital, and a Trustee of the 
College and Academy of Philadelphia from their foundation 
until his death. He abandoned the principles of the Society 
of Friends, in which he had been educated by his father, and 
adopted the established religion, becoming a Vestryman and 
Warden of Christ Church, and signing the petition to the 
Proprietaries for the site on which St. Peter's was erected, 
being, with his brother-in-law, Samuel McCall, Jr., a Member 
of the Committee on building the latter edifice. He was an 
original Member of the noted fishing company, known as 
"the Colony in Schuylkill," Instituted May 1, 1732, and a 
Subscriber to the First Daneing Assembly of our city, held 
in 1748. It was in one of his stores, in Water Street above 
Pine, according to Watson,f that the first English theatrical 
troupe which visited Philadelphia, called "Hallam's Com- 
pany," opened their theatre. He resided in a house on the 
east side of Second Street above Chestnut (on the site of the 
present ISTos. 47 and 49), which afterwards became the Prince 
of Wales Inn. Mr. Plumsted died in Philadelphia, August 
10, 1765. The following obituary notice of him appears in 
The Pennsylvania Gazette of that week: "On Sunday last died 
here, after a short,but severe, Illness,William Plumsted, Esq , 
one of the Aldermen of this City ; and the next Day was 
buried in St. Peter's Church Burying Ground, in the plainest 
Manner, at his own Request, according to the new Mode, 
lately used in Boston and New York, having no Pall over 
his Coffin, nor none of his Relations or Friends appearing in 
Mourning. . . . We flatter ourselves, that this frugal and 
laudable Example of burying our Dead, so seasonably set by 
People of Family and Fortune, will be imitated by all, both 
in City and Country ; the good Effects of which must soon 

* The " Remonstrance" appears in the Minutes of the Provincial Council. 
t Annals of Philadelphia, vol. i. p. 471. 
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be felt, especially by those in low Circumstances." Mrs. 
Plumsted also died in Philadelphia, and was buried with 
her husband, September 13, 1799.* They had seven chil- 
dren, born in Philadelphia: 

328. Willtam, b. August 4, 1754 ; bur. in Christ Church Ground, March 

11,1756. 

329. George, b. August 9, 1755; bur. ibid. July 15, 1756. 

330. William, b. August 29, 1756. He d. unm. in Philadelphia, and was 

bur. in St. Peter's Churchyard, August 27, 1794. 

331. Clement, b. October 4, 1758. He d. unm. in Philadelphia, Sep- 

tember 23, 1800, and was bur. ibid. 

332. Ann, b. July 7, 1760; bur. ibid. December 7, 1772. 

333. Catharine, b. in eodem partu. She d. unm. in Philadelphia, and 

was bur. ibid. 

334. George, b. May 3, 1765. He engaged in mercantile pursuits in 

Philadelphia. He m. in this city, December 3, 1795, Anna Helena 
Amelia, daughter of John Ross, a native of Aberdeen, Scotland, 
who settled in Philadelphia^ by his wife Clementina, daughter of 
Captain Charles Cruikshank, R. A., also of Scotland, who fought 
in the Netherlands, and at Quebec under Wolfe, and owned and 
occupied the beautiful country-seat, called by him " the Grange," 
in Haverford Township, Chester (now Delaware) County, Pa, 
afterwards purchased and inhabited by his son-in-law, Mr. Ross.t 

* A portrait of Mr. Plumsted, by Copley, one of Mrs. Plumsted, by 
Hesselius, and a miniature likeness of each are in the possession of their 
granddaughter, Miss Clementina R. Plumstead, of Philadelphia. 

t Son of Murdock Ross, of Aberdeen. " At the breaking out of the 
Revolution he warmly espoused the cause of American Independence, and 
became a banker in South Carolina, being subsequently sent from that State 
as a Delegate to Congress." (Sketch of his son, Charles Ross, Captain of 
the First Troop, Philadelphia City Cavalry, in the History of the Troop, p. 
145. Lanman does not mention him.) 

t For an interesting account of " this ancient seat of grandeur and ele- 
gance," adorned by a sketch of the mansion (known as "Clifton Hall") 
erected upon it by John Wilcocks, a former proprietor, drawn by Captain 
Cruikshank in 1770, see Doctor Smith's History of Delaware County, pp. 
393, et seq. " The land attached to the Grange was partly in three Counties 
— Chester (now Delaware), Philadelphia, and Montgomery— which Captain 
Cruikshank increased by purchase," likewise enlarging and modifying the 
house. " Mr. Ross added to the buildings, and also increased the quantity 
of land to an aggregate of six hundred acres." The great natural and arti- 
ficial beauties of the place are sympathetically described in a poem by Doctor 
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Mrs. Plumsted was b. November 26, 1776. Mr. Plumsted d. in 
Philadelphia, April 5, 1805, and was bur. in St. Peter's Churchyard. 
In an obituary notice of him in Poulson's American Daily Adver- 
tiser, April 11, it is said : " The. memory of Mr. Plumsted is endeared 
to his friends by the mildness of his manners and disposition, by 
his hospitality, by his charities to the poor, by his liberality to public 
institutions, and by his integrity and uprightness in all his dealings." 
Mrs. Plumsted survived her husband many years, subsequently 
marrying the Hon. Philip S. Markley, of Montgomery County, Pa., 
Attorney-General of Pennsylvania, a Member of the House of 
Representatives of the Uuited States, and afterwards Naval Officer 
for the port of Philadelphia. She d. in Philadelphia, January 18, 
1846, and is bur. with Mr. Plumsted.* They left issue. 

Charles Caldwell, a visitor to Mr. Ross, about 1798, printed in the same 
work, pp. 556-7, from a MS. furnished by Mr. Boss's son-in-law, the late 
Samuel Breck. After the death of Mr. Boss the estate was purchased by 
another son-in-law, John F. Mifflin, half-brother of Thomas Mifflin, the dis- 
tinguished Governor of Pennsylvania. 

* Portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Plumsted, by Gilbert Stuart, are owned by 
their daughter Miss Plumstead. 

(To be continued.) 



